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One of the most critical environmental issues of the contemporary era is climate change, which drastically alters 

ecosystems and compels animals to adapt to their rapidly changing environment. According to the observation of 

environmental scientists, the climatic conditions with which species have evolved are changing through the geography 

of a warming planet, and plants, animals, and whole ecosystems are being left in the position of being left behind in a 

place where they cannot survive anymore (University of California, Santa Cruz). To changes like these, several species 

are already starting to move towards lower latitudes and altitudes to pursue their own niches of climate, an indication 

of the escalating rate of ecological disturbance (UCSC). Meanwhile, conservationists are also paying more attention 

to approaches like assisted migration, which is the active transfer of species into more favorable environments, but 

interventions of this kind remain not only morally but also ecologically controversial. 

In the literary field, in the subfield of climate fiction (cli-fi), writers have started to creatively interact with these 

environmental facts.  The possibilities of future worlds are anticipated in ecological disaster fiction, which offers a 

critical commentary on the consequences of climate change caused by humans. New York 2140 (2017) by Kim Stanley 

Robinsonis one of the most important works in this respect that combines ecological discussion with speculative 

fantasy. Kim Stanley Robinson (born 1952) is an American science fiction author who specializes in climate change, 

ecosystem, and social-political systems. His writings such as New York 2140 (2017) are characterized by a mixture of 

scientific realism and speculative imagination, addressing the issues of environmental crisis, sustainability, and the 

connection between human communities and nature.The novel offers futuristic and alternative ecological settings as 

suggested by ecocritical scholarship, which anticipates ecological change ahead of time and questions the way humans 

react to crisis (Ali 135).  

The novel New York 2140  ( 2017) takes place in a future where the polar ice sheets have melted due to global 

warming, and sea water has risen by about fifty feet flooding cities located along the coasts of the earth. The book New 

York 2140 (2017) is set in a future world in which extreme climate change has occurred, and polar ice sheets have 

melted, leading to a rise in sea levels of about fifty feet, flooding cities along the world's coasts. The setting takes place 

mainly in Manhattan, turned into a semi-submerged city of water, with the old streets turned into canals and skyscrapers 

turned into vertical islands, redefining life in the city within a watery setting. Manhattan is turned into a water city, in 

which previous streets are transformed into canals and buildings are used as vertical islands. This water city reminds 

http://www.jetnr.org/


                                                                                   © 2026 JETNR | Volume 4, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2984-9276 | JETNR.ORG 

 

 

JETNR2606174 Journal of Emerging Trends and Novel Research (www.jetnr.org) 
 

 

b485 
 

one of Venice because waterways substitute land-based infrastructure and boats are used as the main form of transport 

(Hulser 3). Hulser observes that Robinson envisions the time when sea level will rise drastically and flood the coastal 

cities with devastation and bizarre new civilizations left behind in the after wash. Human adaptation cannot exist 

without ecological change in this transformed environment. 

This chapter A Deep Ecological Perspective: Translocation of Species in the Novel New York 2140analyzes New York 

2140 in the light of the philosophical consumerism of deep ecology, with emphasis on the issue of species translocation 

as a counter to the disruption of the ecology. Arne Naess proposed a concept he called deep ecology, which states that 

instead of anthropocentrism, ecocentrism should be used, which holds the intrinsic value of all forms of life regardless 

of their usefulness to humans. In his argument, Naess assumes that the well-being and prosperity of human and 

nonhuman life on Earth are valuable in themselves (Naess and Sessions 29). Moreover, the variety of life forms is in 

itself worth, it adds to the biosphere's richness (Sessions 66). 

The climate change, as described by Robinson in her story, causes both human populations and nonhuman 

organisms to adjust to changed environments that have been transformed radically. The novel does not only show the 

rising seas and urban change, but also shows changes in biodiversity and new ecological systems. This chapter shows 

how Robinson criticizes anthropocentric assumptions and presents nature as a dynamic and active element by 

interpreting these components in the context of deep ecology. The chapter continues by defining species translocation 

in the first place and differentiating between natural and man-made migration. It then looks at the main ideas of deep 

ecology and how it challenges the anthropocentric environmental activities. After that, it examines the ecological 

context of the novel New York 2140, which revolves around sea-level rise and the effects of sea-level rise on 

biodiversity. Lastly, it examines the profound ecological issues in the novel with a view to its post-anthropocentric 

world of ecological coexistence. 

5.2 Deep Ecology and Species Translocation 

Generally referred to as the transfer of organisms/species out of their natural habitat into a different one, species 

translocation is an essential ecological process that has been occurring throughout the millennia, shaping life on Earth. 

This movement can be natural (i.e., by dispersal, seasonal movement, the incremental change in ranges) or assisted or 

forced by people. In the past, natural translocation used to play the role of survival and evolution of species. Since 

geological times were also characterised by changes in environmental conditions, organisms did not simply evolve 

genetically, but also moved to places where their evolutionary requirements were better met. These motions played a 

great role in the dispersal of biodiversity throughout the earth and allowed the ecological balance to be maintained via 

the dynamism of the species in relation to the environmental changes. 

Nevertheless, the modern world, which is commonly referred to as the Anthropocene, has significantly 

changed the speed and magnitude of such processes. Environmental changes have been increasing at such a pace that 

even species cannot adapt to it, since the greenhouse gas emissions contribute to an anthropogenic climate change that 

is the leading factor in causing environmental changes. They are instead forced to relocate at a high rate so that they 

can survive. Global warming, changes in precipitation, melting ice caps, and the increasing rate of natural disasters 

and calamities have all changed habitats around the world. This has led to the species now experiencing range shifts, 

which have never been experienced in recorded history. 

These changes are supported by strong evidence from empirical research. A detailed meta-analysis of the 

studies proves that the species have been moving northwards at an average rate of about 16.9 kilometres per decade 

and upwards in elevation by an average of 11 meters per decade (Chen et al.). These results highlight the magnitude 
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of the impact of climate change on the geographical distribution of life. Notably, these changes are not homogenous; 

they differ among taxa, areas, and ecological conditions. Species are capable of relatively rapid motion since the 

dispersal capacityis high, whereas others, especially plants and less motile creatures are considerably limited. Climate 

change therefore, results in movement as well as fragmentation as certain species are unable to keep up with changes 

in the environment and therefore become isolated in their diminishing habitat. 

The species do not live in a vacuum, but in complex networks of interactions through predation, competition, 

mutualism and symbiosis. These relations are broken and reorganized when species migrate. Climate-induced range 

shifts can, according to Pecl et al., transform ecological communities through the changes in species composition and 

interactions as well (Pecl et al.). To illustrate some examples, when a new predator enters an area where none used to 

be, this can disrupt the food webs of that particular area, whereas when a keystone species is lost it can have cascading 

impacts on the entire ecosystem. Equally, the effect of incompatibility in phenology (flowering time or migration time) 

may upset mutualistic interactions among species, contributing to even more instability in the ecological system.  

Besides natural migration, translocation, which has been caused by human activities, has become another response to 

the loss of biodiversity which is becoming more imminent. Assisted migration or managed relocation is the artificially 

introduced relocation of species to regions where the species have high chances of surviving the next climatic 

conditions. It is a strategy that is frequently proposed to species which cannot migrate fast enough alone or those whose 

habitat is predicted to be eliminated completely. Assisted migration may seem to be a pragmatic and inevitable 

intervention to conservationists who are confronting the reality of mass extinction. 

However, notwithstanding the possible advantages, assisted migration is full of unpredictability and controversy. The 

threat of ecological unintended consequences is one of the major issues. Relocated species can be aggressive in the 

new habitat where they outcompete the indigenous ones and distort ecological interactions. They can also bring in 

pathogens or parasites to which the local species are not resistant. Assisted migration, as noted by a research issued by 

the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC) may have unintended consequences, which will eventually harm the 

very ecosystems it attempts to safeguard (UCSC). In addition, ecological systems are complex thus it is not easy to 

predict the kind of behavior a species will exhibit in a new environment which casts doubt on the effectiveness of such 

interventions. 

In addition to environmental dangers, assisted migration is also fraught with serious ethical concerns. Who 

determines what species are worth saving and which ones? What are the human roles regarding the nonhuman life 

forms, especially during a crisis that is mostly self-inflicted? These questions are indicative of more philosophical 

problems about the connection between human beings and nature. Here the philosophy of deep ecology can be a good 

framework to analyze. 

Deep ecology is a radical alternative to anthropocentric approaches to environmental ethics that was developed 

by Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess in the 1970s. Fundamentally, deep ecology questions the belief that nature is 

made to be utilized by man. Rather, it assumes that every living creature, both people and animals, has inherent value 

not based on its usefulness to human beings. According to Naess and George Sessions, the well being and flourishing 

of human and nonhuman life on earth has a value in itself (Naess and Sessions 29). This is the main principle that 

underlies the instrumental perception of nature that prevails in modern industrial society, when ecosystems are 

commonly appreciated in a more materialistic way in accordance with the resources they give. 

Deep ecology also puts a lot of emphasis on the significance of biodiversity as an intrinsic good. Sessions says 

that the richness of the life forms and their diversity are values by themselves (Sessions 66). This view encourages the 
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human aspect to be replaced by a more universal understanding of the natural value of existence in all forms of life. 

Based on this perspective, the issue of species translocation cannot be judged on the grounds of its utility to human 

beings. Rather, it should be looked at in connection with the ecological system as a whole and its integrity and stability. 

This is the focus of deep ecology on interrelatedness. Climate change causes a shift in the movement of species, 

which points out the fact that all life is interdependent. There is no single species; they are all linked in a complex 

network whereby they help to keep the biosphere alive. Whenever humans interfere with these processes either by 

destroying their habitats, or by changing the climate, or by helping to move some species, they always impact not only 

single species but whole ecosystems. Deep ecology therefore demands a holistic response to the environmental 

concern, and this involves viewing environmental issues in terms of the interrelationship of life on earth. 

Meanwhile, deep ecology provides a critical approach to technological solutions to environmental issues. 

Although practices like assisted migration can seem to provide a realistic solution, they tend to display a deep-rooted 

idea about human domination and control over the natural world. Deep ecologists believe that this belief is also a 

problem. Such practices serve to continue the anthropocentric thinking that has in the first place led to ecological 

degradation by treating nature as an object to be used. Naess believes that ecological sustainability can not only be 

solved by technical solutions but also by a necessary change in human consciousness- a step towards what he calls 

self-realization, where people perceive their oneness with the other living beings (Naess 36). 

In this regard, assisted migration may be regarded as a symptom of anthropocentrism and a likely extension 

of it. On the one hand, it demonstrates the sincere interest in the existence of species that are in danger due to climate 

change. Conversely, it also runs the risk of strengthening the notion that humans are the ones who have the right to 

determine the destiny of other species and that they are the ones who are able to design ecological processes based on 

their priorities. Deep ecology does not imply the rejection of any intervention, but demands a more careful and 

meditated approach that is more concerned with the integrity of the ecology and mindful of the autonomy of the natural 

processes. 

This strategy in the case of climate change, is an ecological humility ethic. Human beings are not advised to 

work to control or dominate nature but to acknowledge their position in the wider biospheric community. This entails 

appreciating the scope of human knowledge and the complexity of the ecological systems and the realization that not 

all the problems can be resolved using technology. It also involves commitment to minimize human effect on the 

environment thus leaving the processes of nature to play more liberally. 

A specific insight into these concepts can be viewed in the context of literary interpretations of climate change, like 

New York 2140 by Kim Stanley Robinson. A more tangible example of these ideas is represented in the literary ideas 

of climate change, specifically in New York 2140 (2017) by Kim Stanley Robinson. As an example, Robinson shows 

the development of marine animals in the flooded city: “The canals were full of fish and shellfish, and the water itself 

seemed alive with new forms of life” (142). This imagery highlights a major principle of deep ecology, biospheric 

egalitarianism, by anticipating the inherent value and agency of nonhuman life. Instead of depicting nature as a passive 

context, the novel reflects ecological systems as dynamic and self-organizing, thus, breaking the anthropocentric 

assumptions and highlighting the interrelatedness of human and nonhuman life.Translocation of species in the novel 

is portrayed as a natural reaction on the environment change, as well as a man-made solution to the ecological crisis. 

As an example, marine organisms slowly populate the urban flooded land forming new ecosystems that inhabit the 

flooded city. Meanwhile, humans undertake acts of intentional relocation of endangered species, including the 

relocation of polar bears to Antarctica. Such opposite versions of translocation concentrate on the conflict between the 

http://www.jetnr.org/


                                                                                   © 2026 JETNR | Volume 4, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2984-9276 | JETNR.ORG 

 

 

JETNR2606174 Journal of Emerging Trends and Novel Research (www.jetnr.org) 
 

 

b488 
 

adaptation of nature and human activityThe definite example of these ideas can be seen in literary accounts of climate 

change, specifically in New York 2140 (2017) by Kim Stanley Robinson. Robinson vividly explains how the urban 

ecology was changed: “The canals were full of fish and shellfish, and the water itself seemed alive with new forms of 

life” (142). This portrayal emphasises the strength and agency of nonhuman lives, which is compatible with the deep 

ecological concept of biospheric egalitarianism, which holds that all living things have intrinsic value. Robinson does 

not give nature a passive victim to climate change, but as a dynamic and regenerating one. 

“The sea had come in and taken its space, remaking the city in its own terms” (305). In this case, the ocean is not only 

a backdrop but an agent that transforms human civilization undermining anthropocentric beliefs of domination and 

mastery. In deep ecological terms, it is a manifestation of the acknowledgement of the independence of nature and the 

boundaries of human control over ecological systems. 

Moreover, Robinson prefigures the unification of human life with the ecological processes by including such practices 

as aquaculture: “people grew oysters, mussels, and kelp in the waters around their buildings” (148). This is a sign of 

transitioning into symbiotic coexistence, where the existence of humans is reliant on the continuation of nonhuman 

systems. The fact that the characters find a new way of adapting to this new environment, especially the residents who 

restructure their lives according to water-based ecosystems, evidences a growing ecological consciousness based on 

interdependence. 

Combined, these representations send a strong environmental message in line with deep ecology: human beings are 

not isolated in their surroundings but are entangled in a web of complex life. The story by Robinson helps to shift the 

focus on domination to ecological humility, making it more important to respect the intrinsic worth, power, and agency 

of more-than-human nature. 

With these descriptions, Robinson makes critical inquiries concerning environmental management ethics. Should 

humans be allowed to relocate species in order to protect them from extinction, even if doing so might upset other 

ecosystems? To what extent should humans try to control how ecological systems operate, and when should they let 

nature take care of itself? The New York 2140 contemplates most of the issues that form the basis of deep ecology by 

addressing these questions. 

In addition, the novel depicts the interrelationship between social and environmental systems. The New York 

2140 climate change is not only a phenomenon in the environment; economic systems, social relations, and culture are 

transformed. In the same way, species translocation is a biological phenomenon and also a symbol of human values 

and priorities. In this respect, the work by Robinson coincides with the deep ecological perspective according to which 

the environmental problems cannot be viewed in solitude but they should be viewed as part of the greater picture of 

the connections between people and nature. 

In the end, the idea of the translocation of the species is a strong prism with the help of which the issues of the 

Anthropocene can be considered. It shows how strong life is and how much the ecosystems are at risk in the case of a 

fast environmental shift. It also brings out the ethical dilemmas of human endeavours to deal with these challenges. 

Using the ideas of deep ecology, we will be able to better comprehend these problems and proceed to understand the 

environmental stewardship as a more holistic and sustainable process. 

To sum up, species translocation, be it caused by nature or by humans, constitutes a crucial point of the modern-

day ecological transformation. Although natural migration has always been the means to adapt and survive, the 

increased rate of climate change has turned it into a phenomenon of unprecedented scale and complexity. Human 

interventions like assisted migration are possible solutions, but they have great risks and ethical implications. Deep 
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ecology offers an excellent guideline to review these developments and has stressed on the sheer value of life, the 

significance of biodiversity, and ecological humility. In the New York 2140, these concepts shed light on the 

environmental ethics explored in the novel and the boundaries of human dominance, providing a powerful way of 

envisioning the world where human beings will have to learn to live along with the active and unforeseeable elements 

of nature. 

The concept of species translocation, which can be defined as the movement of life over geographic boundaries, has 

been traditionally a critical ecological process that has allowed species to adapt, survive and create biodiversity. Natural 

migration enables species to react to environmental stresses like climatic changes, changes in seasons, and availability 

of resources. These movements have helped in the process of finding ecological balance and resilience in the course 

of evolutionary times. But during the Anthropocene, anthropogenic climate change has also served to make such 

processes more destabilized, causing species redistribution patterns to accelerate and be highly disruptive. 

Modern climate change has drastically changed the magnitude and rate of migration of species. An increase in 

global temperatures, habitat destruction and extreme weather events are driving species to alter their geographical 

distributions faster than has ever been seen. It no longer means gradual changes or adaptation as traditionally 

understood in the context of evolution but is in fact fast as well as mostly reactive, outpacing the ability of the 

ecosystem to adapt. Climate fiction like New York 2140 is indicative, as Seth T. Reno contends, of a world where 

people live in the Anthropocene, where displacement and ecological instability are the order of the day and migration 

is a survival rather than a choice (Reno 117). These forced migrations upset traditional ecological associations resulting 

in emerging new ecosystems whose sustainability over time is not yet known. 

The ecological changes have trickle down effects. The movement of species changes predator-prey, 

competition patterns, and symbiosis, typically disturbing established ecosystems. As species get into the new 

environment, they might end up competing with the existing organisms or not fitting into the ecological web, leading 

to the loss of biodiversity. On the other hand, loss of wildlife due to their extinction can cause an ecological catastrophe. 

Therefore, translocation of species should not be perceived only in the physical terms of spatial movement but as a 

system change in the whole ecological system. 

An important difference in this regard is that of natural migration and involuntary translocation. Natural 

migration follows ecological imperative, and evolutionary trends, and translocation and especially assisted migration 

are an intervention approach that is designed to reduce the aftermath of climate change. Assisted migration is a process 

that entails the transfer of species to areas that are estimated to be more favourable in the future climatic conditions. 

Although such practice is commonly explained by the need to preserve the environment, it creates major ecological 

threats, such as the possibility of invasive species, interference with the natural environment, and unpredictable trophic 

changes. 

Besides, assisted migration represents a more general change in environmental governance, which is no longer 

total preservation but active intervention. According to David Sergeant the modern climate talk is increasingly 

grounding ecological management on predictive control and future oriented planning, especially concerning the 

imaginaries of the near future as Robinson has written of in his fiction (Sergeant 5). This change poses very 

fundamental questions on how far human beings can interfere with the natural processes, particularly where there 

might be unforeseen outcomes of such interventions. These developments bring up serious moral issues on a deep 

ecological view. The Arne Naess philosophy questions the anthropocentric belief that man has the power to dominate 

and manipulate the ecological systems. According to Naess, biospheric egalitarianism states that every living thing is 
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valuable in itself regardless of its usefulness to man (Naess and Sessions 29). This principle is a direct criticism of the 

instrumental logic of assisted migration, in which species have been commonly assessed in terms of an ecological role 

or contribution to human-constructed conservation objectives. 

Deep ecology also highlights how all life forms are interconnected and ecosystems are complex, 

interdependent networks as opposed to isolated units. Within this system, translocation of species cannot be perceived 

as the transfer of separate organisms but should be examined within the context of the overall ecological web. 

Restricting its scope, the dispersal of a single species can have extensive impacts both within and beyond trophic levels 

about energy exchange, nutrient cycles and ecological balance. This is a speculative fiction that uses the strategies of 

cognitive estrangement to anticipate such interconnections beforehand and make the reader aware of the unintended 

effects of environmental disruption (Klata 64). 

Along with biospheric egalitarianism, deep ecology proclaims the minimisation of human intervention in the 

nonhuman world, as well as the ecological constraints. This view confronts technocratic solutions to the attempts of 

the engineering of ecological results on the basis of scientific management. Although assisted migration appears 

practical, it is dangerous because it continues to promote the same anthropocentric mentality that has been among the 

causes of environmental degradation. In trying to regulate the populations of species, humans can enhance the 

development of the illusion of the master-slave relationship, but not the reality of the complexity and independence of 

the natural world. This criticism is tightly connected with such a principle of deep ecology as ecological humility 

(Naess 36)). Ecological humility is being aware of the boundaries of human knowledge and the lack of predictability 

of the ecological processes. The most complex scientific models cannot give a complete explanation of the complex 

interaction that characterises ecosystems. Consequently, unforeseen and potentially detrimental effects can arise 

because of interventions like assisted migration. This doubt is what highlights the importance of care and caution in 

ecological decision-making. Meanwhile, there is an ethical paradox of climate change. Human intervention has already 

caused a significant disruption of the ecological systems to the point that the lack of human intervention can result in 

mass extinction. Intervention, in this case, seems to be needed, but it is associated with a lot of risks. Deep ecology has 

nothing simple to offer to this dilemma but demands the radical transformation of human values and practices. 

However, instead of being domineering in nature, it promotes a more participatory and respectful relationship with the 

biosphere. 

Species translocation is a common plot device in climate fiction to discuss such ethical tensions. The New York 2140, 

in particular, depicts the need and indeterminacy of the interventional role of people in ecological disasters. The novel 

frames those problems in a context that is familiar in the near future, thus highlighting their urgency and topicality. 

The near-future genre, as observed by Sergeant, crashes the barrier between the present and the future, making the 

readers face the ramifications of the present environmental practices (Sergeant 8). Moreover, climate fiction is essential 

in the formation of ecological awareness since it breaks down complicated scientific phenomena into literature. 

Imaginative involvement enables the reader to reflect on the sensory experience of ecological transformation involving 

the displacement of species and the changes caused to ecosystems. This form of narration is a complement to a 

scientific presentation that illustrates the moral and philosophical side of environmental problems. 

Deep ecology demands a complete change of the viewpoint; the treatment of nature as a resource to be 

controlled should be changed to the understanding of nature as the community where humans belong. With this in 

mind, the species translocation is not only a technical problem but a significant ethical problem about the place of 

human beings in the biosphere. Instead of controlling the ecological processes, the proponents of deep ecology urge 
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coexistence, restraint and the admiration of the intrinsic value of all forms of life. This point of view is especially 

important in the Anthropocene, when the extent of human influence requires the review of conventional methods of 

conservation and ecological management. Deep ecology offers a critical approach to the complexities of species 

translocation, and imagines more sustainable and ethical ways of coexistence with the natural world by highlighting 

interconnectedness, intrinsic value and ecological humility. 

5.3 Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels in New York 2140  

New York 2140 is a novel by Kim Stanley Robinson, which is a speculative, but scientifically based, scenario 

about the future in which anthropogenic climate change has radically altered the world. The key part of the novel is 

the dramatic increase in the rising sea levels in the world because of the enhanced melting of both the Antarctic and 

Greenland ice cover. Robinson envisions a situation where sea levels would increase by about fifty feet and would 

inundate the coastal areas around the world and turn the cityscapes into a hybrid aquatic habitat (Robinson 5-7). This 

is an extreme projection, though it is based on modern-day scientific anxieties. According to reports by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, as the world continues to experience global warming, sea-level will rise 

significantly in the next several centuries, endangering low-lying cities and ecosystems of the coast (IPCC 4-10). 

The science warnings are further enhanced in the novel by the portrayal of a flooded New York City, which shows a 

complete picture of how the future would look like with the changes a reality. According to Kathleen Hulser, global 

warming is melting polar ice caps and massive increases in sea level have flooded low-lying cities, leading to massive 

environmental and social change (Hulser 3). The story by Robinson does not consider sea-level rise as something in 

the future but as something that is being experienced now and hence the urgency of climate change as a scientific and 

cultural problem. 

Radically overhauling the future is Manhattan, which, until recently, had been used as a symbol of modernity, 

capitalism, and technological advancement all over the world. The island is partially drowned, and the low areas of the 

island are inaccessible forever. The streets are turned into canals, and recognizable skyscrapers of the city become the 

archipelagos of the skies elevated above the floods (Robinson 12-15). Different high-rises, like the MetLife Tower, 

are retrofitted into self-contained communities with lower levels abandoned or closed off and top levels reused as 

residential, agricultural, and community spaces (Robinson 22-25). Such an adaptation of architecture is an indication 

of a more general transformation in the perception of space and the use of it: the strict divide between land and water 

is eroded, creating a new amphibious urban realm. 

This ecological implication is huge. Historically, cities have been perceived as locations that are, in large part, 

divorced from the natural ecosystem, which is filled with artificial forms and tamed landscapes. Nevertheless, in New 

York 2140, the infiltration of water restores the ecological process within the city center. The submerged city turns into 

a place of ecological convergence marine, estuarine, and human systems meet. This change is in accordance with the 

modern ecological theory of urban areas that puts an emphasis on the permeability of the borders between the man-

made and natural systems (Grimm et al. 756). 

Among the most important consequences of this change is the formation of aquatic environments in the flooded 

urban environment. Robinson creates a vivid picture of canals full of fish and shellfish and aquatic plants, thus making 

the city look like a huge system of marine life (Robinson 140-145). These systems are not accidental but are essential 

in the support of the lives of the city's inhabitants. Aquaculture comes to the forefront of city life, and residents of the 

city grow oyster, clams, mussels, and fish in the canals and other waters around the city. In accordance with Robinson, 

shellfish farming enhances the purification of water since they filter contaminants and improve the general water 
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quality (Robinson 148-150). This description corresponds to ecological principles in the real world. Oysters, among 

other marine animal species, are known to be good filters that filter vast amounts of water, thus improving the health 

of the ecosystem. In this regard, the novel introduces a sort of environmental symbiosis, where human life will be 

integrated with the work of nonhuman beings. These representations are consistent with the notion of "ecosystem 

services," but Robinson goes past a strictly utilitarian approach by stating the inherent worth and agency of these 

organisms. 

The New York 2140 aquatic ecosystems resilience provides a demonstration of the ability of the natural environment 

to respond to environmental change. One of the concepts in environmental science is ecological resilience, which refers 

to the capacity of a system to take in disturbance and to reorganize in the process of changing (Folke 259). This process 

is represented by the flooded city: although the conditions are cataclysmic, which caused its submergence, new forms 

of life are created and flourish. Nevertheless, such strength is not evenly dispersed and comes at a high price. 

As aquatic life thrives, terrestrial biodiversity suffers a drastic loss. The high rate at which habitats are changing makes 

most species incapable of adapting, hence causing massive extinction. Green areas such as forests and parks, which 

were home to various species of life, are lost in flooding destroying vital ecological homes. This defeat is indicative of 

the wider global patterns. According to the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services, about one million species on Earth are threatened with extinction by human activities, and climate change is 

one of the primary factors of it (IPBES 12-15). The story by Robinson makes this abstract statistic a real-life event, 

giving an insight into the actual impacts of the degradation of biodiversity. The novel also plays out this crisis by 

portraying assisted migration efforts. A prominent case is the transfer of polar bears in Arctic to the Antarctic which 

was done in a desperate effort to save the species (Robinson 230-235). This situation indicates the drastic steps that 

can be taken to counter the effects of climate change. Meanwhile, it is also facing complicated ethical and 

environmental concerns. The introduction of species into a new environment may upset the ecosystems that are already 

in existence and may lead to new imbalance. According to McLachlan et al., assisted migration is associated with a 

high level of risks (e.g. the risk of invasive behaviors and unexpected ecological interactions) (McLachlan et al. 298). 

These issues highlight the weakness of the human intervention on ecological systems. Technological solutions 

can provide a solution, but it will be temporary and cannot fully explain the complexity and unpredictability of the 

natural processes. This ambiguity is reflected in the way Robinson describes assisted migration: it is introduced as a 

needed action in response to crisis and a menacing expansion of human mastery over nature. 

One of the main themes of the novel New York 2140 is the problem of an anthropocentric worldview concerning the 

supremacy of humanity. Human beings cannot master the forces of nature, despite the high levels of technological 

advancements. The sea, and especially, is portrayed as a mighty and independent force. According to Robinson, the 

ocean eventually redefines the city in its unique dynamics without considering human desire (Robinson 300-305). This 

description concurs with deep ecology, which stresses the inherent worth and will of natural systems.  

Deep ecology is a philosophy that links humans to thinkers like Arne Naess, who believe that humans are not 

disconnected or above nature but are in a bigger ecological unity. Naess argues that environmental ethics should not 

be limited to man-based interests because all life has an inherent value (Naess 28-30). This view is upheld in the 

narration given by Robinson, who presents a world in which the only way human beings can survive is by changing to 

fit the natural processes, as opposed to managing the processes. 

Reorganization of social life and everyday life in New York is also required by the changes of it to take place. 

The use of traditional means of transport, including cars, is substituted by boats, and shared living spaces are more 
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likely to occur because people are ready to survive in the conditions of the flooded world (Robinson 60-65). These 

redesigns indicate a larger trend toward sustainability and interdependence and revisit deep ecological foundations. 

Instead of trying to rebuild the city to its previous condition, people are taught to live with water and use it as an aspect 

of living. New York 2140 could be put into the context of the larger discourse of the Anthropocene, ecocritically 

speaking. According to some scholars like Dipesh Chakrabarty, the Anthropocene puts a challenge on the human and 

natural traditions of history by emphasizing the degree to which the systems in the world are molded by human 

activities (Chakrabarty 200-205). The novel by Robinson provides a graphic depiction of this entanglement by bringing 

forth climate change as a natural occurrence as well as a man-made process. 

Simultaneously, the novel points to the post-anthropocentric future. Robinson is consistent with the deep ecological 

thinking by portraying human beings as actors in a dynamic ecological system, but not its masters. The flooded city is 

a symbol of this change, a world where human and nonhuman life cling together. 

To sum up, New York 2140 is an interesting discussion of climate change and rising sea levels that is both informative 

and creative in storytelling. In its portrayal of a drowned Manhattan, the novel goes to the point of showing how 

environmental change can transform human and nonhuman systems. It shows how well aquatic ecosystems can resist, 

how fragile terrestrial biodiversity is, and the ethical challenges of conservation actions like assisted migration. 

Simultaneously, it questions anthropocentric beliefs and puts forward the independence of natural forces. In this way, 

the work by Robinson not only captures the current environmental issues, but also challenges the readers to reevaluate 

their connection with the natural world in the epoch of uneven ecological conditions. 

Kim Stanley Robinson poses a highly detailed vision of the future in New York 2140, in which the effects of unchecked 

climatic change are clearly pictured, specifically the dramatic increase in the sea level all over the globe. The novel is 

an imaginary world whereby the melting of polar ice caps has led to about twenty-five feet of rising sea levels, turning 

cities located close to the sea into partially submerged habitats (Robinson 5-7). The city of Manhattan, which has been 

the symbol of contemporary urbanity and the process of capitalist development, is transformed into a hybrid 

amphibious structure where water and architecture maintain their co-existence, essentially changing the lives of human 

beings and nonhuman beings. This shift is not only a disastrous transformation of the environment but also a 

reorganization of spatial, ecological, and social relationships. 

This change is not only physical, but it is also profoundly ecological. This causes people to form new habitats 

to aquatic life due to the flooding of the urban areas, resulting in the development of new ecosystems in the city. 

According to Steven Adams, the view of New York submerged by Robinson creates some kind of speculative urban 

ecology where the traditional distinctions between the natural and the built worlds are erased (Adams 12). The canals 

instead of streets are vibrant ecological areas that allow fish, crustaceans, marine flora and microorganisms. Buildings 

play the role of artificial reefs and create a source of biodiversity in unanticipated locations. This reconfiguring 

undermines the dualistic approach of nature versus culture, proposing rather a spectrum where human and nonhuman 

systems have to rely on each other. 

Simultaneously, the novel also highlights the immense destruction of the biodiversity on earth. The speed of 

environmental change is leaving many species displaced and fragmented due to environmental changes, leading to 

extinction. Such the process of ecological loss and regeneration a manifestation of the complexity of climate change 

that destroys already existing ecological structures at the same time forming new ecological systems. According to 

Malgorzata Maczynska, the narrative by Robinson predicts the rich environmental history of New York that makes 

people remember that the city itself is constructed on the previous geological and ecological changes (Maczynska 728). 
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The novel by placing the flooded city in a broader context in terms of time, stresses that change in the environment is 

not only ongoing but also cumulative as it is influenced not only by nature but also by human actions. 

The effects of a rising sea level are not limited to biodiversity but they also include social, economical and 

political frameworks. The fallen city turns into the location of severe inequality, in which resources, mobility, and 

safety of living are distributed unevenly. The more affluent groups are at the top of the skyscrapers, whereas the less 

fortunate live in less stable conditions. This level of stratification resembles the current socio-economic hierarchies 

and it can be argued that climate change does not eradicate inequality but instead increases it. As Roberto J. Ortiz 

points out, the fact that financial systems have been resilient to the economical collapse shows that there is a strong 

connection between capitalism and environmental crisis, meaning that climate change will hardly be solved without 

addressing the structural rationality of financialization (Ortiz 268-270). 

In addition, the novel brings out the irony of resilience in capitalistic structures. With the radical change in the 

physical environment, the economic institutions evolve and keep operating even at the cost of the sustainability of the 

ecology. This tenacity highlights the weakness of technocratic and market-based responses to climate change, which 

are more likely to be economic growth-oriented at the expense of an ecological equilibrium. In this regard, the story 

of Robinson can be seen as a criticism of neoliberal environmental governance, which fails to go down to the root of 

ecological degradation, to the systemic level. 

Notably, Robinson does not depict nature as a quiet observer but a dynamic and independent entity. The rising sea is 

not just the side effect of human activity but is also an active force that transforms the city and people. The floodwaters 

cut new paths, change infrastructure, recreating the space boundaries, and are the manifestation of the agency of natural 

systems. This worldview is very in line with the deep ecological approach to thinking that places emphasis on the self-

realization and the inner worth of nonhuman processes. According to Seth T. Reno, in the Anthropocene climate 

fiction, anthropocentrism is undermined by anticipating the inability to predict ecological forces and their power, and 

decentering the human subject (Reno 118). 

The novel also discusses the different adaptation mechanisms that help human beings to survive in this new 

environment. Aquaculture becomes a core source of livelihood with the city folk growing fish, shellfish and aquatic 

vegetation within the flooded city. The infrastructure is adjusted to canals and buildings are transformed to become 

self-sufficient vertical cities. Nevertheless, these adaptations are listed as a reaction to crisis and not solutions meaning 

that human adaptation is reactive. The near-future setting of the novel, as David Sergeant tries to portray, highlights 

the urgency of these challenges, as something that carries on the current reality and not something that could happen 

sometime in the future (Sergeant 9). However, regardless of these adaptation efforts, the unstable state of the 

environment highlights the weaknesses of human dominion. The flooding is unpredictable and ecological systems keep 

on adapting in unpredictable ways which do not adapt well to human control. This supports one of the main themes of 

the novel the necessity to reconsider the role between nature and man. Instead of trying to dominate and control 

ecological processes, Robinson proposes that we should learn to live with dynamic and mostly uncontrollable natural 

processes to survive. 

And, in the end, New York 2140 offers a very complicated and subtle vision of climate change, one which takes into 

consideration both the devastating and the renewing ability of nature. The sea as an element that is rising, serves as an 

effective metaphor of ecological change and challenges anthropocentric notions and demands a redefinition of human-

environment interactions. By portraying a world where nature takes back its power, Robinson is appealing to the deep 

ecological ideology that demands the acknowledgement of intrinsic worth and independence of the nonhuman world. 
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The novel is therefore not only a caution regarding the implications of the lack of climate action but a proposal to 

imagine more ecologically and climate-integrated futures. 

5.4 Deep Ecological Themes in New York 2140 

One of the main rhetorical issues of New York 2140 is that of perennial evasion of anthropocentrism - the thought that 

human beings hold a privileged and dominant role over the natural environment. Kim Stanley Robinson sees this 

assumption having been uprooted by ecological disaster in the future in the novel. Flooding of New York City is not 

just a background, but a strong narrative tool that reveals the boundaries of human domination of nature. The illusion 

of human mastery disintegrates as the waters begin to rise, and have forever altered the urban landscape by permanently 

altering it. Those skyscrapers, which previously represented the technological victory and financial strength, turn into 

risky islands in the sea of unpredictability (Robinson 10-15). This visual effect supports the notion that, despite all the 

human civilisation has to offer, it is still susceptible to the power of nature. 

The account of the environmental change given by Robinson resembles in many ways the deep ecological 

philosophy, especially the concept of Arne Naess, who states that man is not isolated but rather a part of a bigger 

ecological system (Naess 28). This principle is dramatized in the novel, since it reveals the city as a place where the 

fate of the city is not in the will of a person but rather in the hands of ecological processes triggered by climate change. 

The sea, as one of the recurrent concepts in the story, indicates that it finally conquers the city and changes it in its 

own dynamics (Robinson 300-305). This view is a critique of the Anthropocentric thinking, which focuses on the 

independence and agency of natural systems. 

Meanwhile, New York 2140 preempts the significance of nonhuman life in the modified ecosystem. The aquatic life 

that inhabits the flooded city is not depicted as passive or incidental; instead, it is described as a part of the ecological  

system that takes place in the city and supports human life. The canals are inhabited by fish, shellfish, and sea 

vegetation and help to produce food as well as treat water and ensure the ecological balance in the area (Robinson 140-

150). Their existence emphasises the interdependence of life and puts across the degree to which the survival of 

humanity relies on nonhuman systems. 

This depiction embodies the strong ecological concept of biospheric egalitarianism, which holds that all living 

things have a value of their own irrespective of their usefulness to human beings (Sessions 66). It is important to note 

that in the story by Robinson, nonhuman life is not degraded as a resource but shows itself as a part of the urban 

ecosystem. The precarious utopianism of the novel, as has been argued by critics like Robert Kabo, is its effort to 

envision ways in which life can coexist and the ecological systems are meant to be taken into account without actually 

being disregarded (Kabo 112-115). The flooded city therefore turns into the area where humans are forced to reconsider 

their approach towards other species to become closer to an ecocentric worldview. 

In addition, the novel focuses on the fact that ecological change cannot occur outside of the social and 

economic change. New York 2140 climate change is not a phenomenon that impacts the biodiversity only; it transforms 

the economic structures, political system, and the trends of daily living. Robinson introduces a world where the increase 

in the sea level causes economic uncertainty especially by collapsing and reorganizing financial markets around the 

whole world. The novel has a theme of financialization of a climate change, as noted by Robert J. Ortiz, and how 

capitalist systems strive to absorb and capitalize on ecological crisis (Ortiz 89-92). This criticism demonstrates how 

much environmental destruction is bound up in economic systems, which supports the deep ecological argument, 

according to which ecological and social systems are inseparably bound. 
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Also practiced in the narrative, in response to the environmental crisis is collective action and social 

movements. The communities in the flooded city work out the cooperative forms of living sharing the resources and 

adjusting to the new ecological circumstances. These modes interfere with the individualism and competition that 

characterize neoliberal capitalism, proposing alternative ways of social organization. According to Daniel Resano, 

New York 2140 can be seen as the embodiment of Robinson devoting his life to utopian and socialist concepts; the 

vision that strives to overlook the present neoliberal world and envision more fair and sustainable futures (Resano 6-

8). Such a socio-political aspect supports the strong ecological themes in the novel because it connects social justice 

to environmental sustainability. 

Alongside criticising capitalism, the novel touches upon the Anthropocene the geological era that can be 

characterised by human influence on the mechanisms of the Earth. According to scholars like Dipesh Chakrabarty, the 

Anthropocene complicates human and natural history and makes it necessary to adopt a different perspective on 

humanity and its place on the planet (Chakrabarty 200). The story written by Robinson is a graphic representation of 

this notion because it demonstrates how the human activity, especially, the use of fossil fuels, has caused massive 

environmental change that transforms the entire biosphere. Simultaneously, the novel is shifting out of the 

Anthropocene to what critics refer to as a post-Anthropolis, a metaphysical space where humanity is decentred and 

ecological mechanisms predominate (Maczynska 78-80). 

Such a post-anthropocentric outlook can be seen in the way the urban space has been depicted in the novel. 

According to Marta Maczynska, New York 2140 is not only an idealised version of the city as a human habitat but an 

ecological zone influenced by human and nonhuman elements (Maczynska 82). With the flooded streets that have 

become waterways, the boundary between the built and the natural environment is obscured. This redefinition of 

urbanity undermines traditional conceptualisations of cities and proposes a more holistic perspective on cities as a 

subset of larger ecological systems. 

The themes are also supported by other narrative techniques used by Robinson. The novel takes a well-known 

place, New York City, and puts it in a completely different form through what literary critics refer to as cognitive 

estrangement, which compels the readers to question their understanding of the association between humans and the 

environment (Klata 45-47). Such a technique not only outlines the effects of climate change, but also makes the 

audience think about the modern environmental practices. The fact that Robinson has managed to extrapolate the 

existing tendencies into the future helps create the urgency, as well as underline the idea that the situations described 

in the novel are not purely hypothetical but are based on the current realities. 

Infrastructure and mobility is also another significant theme of the novel. Conventional means of transport and 

especially those that depend on vehicles, are made obsolete in the flooded city. Rather, the transportation is structured 

around waterways, and cars are substituted by boats and ferries. This move, as John Withers argues, signifies a critique 

of automobility as an ideology and is in opposition to the prevalence of car-based transportation and its results to the 

environment (Withers 2-4). This reorganisation of movement is indicative of a wider change in the way in which 

humans engage with their surroundings, and puts more emphasis on adaptation and sustainability than control and 

exploitation. 

More so, the utopian aspects of the novel are mitigated by a sense of persistent precarity. Although the city's 

flooding promotes new life and social structure, it can still be exposed to additional environmental transformation. 

This conflict of hope and doubt is the main focus of Robinson's vision. According to Kabo, the utopianism of the novel, 

http://www.jetnr.org/


                                                                                   © 2026 JETNR | Volume 4, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2984-9276 | JETNR.ORG 

 

 

JETNR2606174 Journal of Emerging Trends and Novel Research (www.jetnr.org) 
 

 

b497 
 

is precarious, namely because it is in a place of environmental instability (Kabo 118). This view is in line with deep 

ecology, which appreciates the strengths and weaknesses of ecological systems.  

This focus on interrelation is applied to the organisation of the narrative itself. Robinson confounds the reader 

with the viewpoints of human characters, economic commentators and environmental processes. Such a multiplicity 

is indicative of this complexity of the systems he describes, and by such a decision, he supports the notion that no one 

perspective can be used to adequately describe the dynamics of the Anthropocene. The novel is an example of how 

contemporary climate fiction can depict the entanglement between human and nonhuman systems as Steven T. Reno 

suggests (Reno 55-58). This storytelling style reflects the ecological focus on holistic comprehension.  

Finally, the book New York 2140 gives an idea of a post-anthropocentric world where human beings will have 

to learn to live with nature rather than exploit it. The city that is flooded turns into a microcosm of this new reality and 

depicts the difficulties and the potential of ecological adaptation. The survival of human beings is not based on 

technology that is at fault, but on collaboration, both with one another and with the larger ecological system. 

This vision is very close to the ideas of deep ecology. The novel by Robinson is an eloquent criticism of 

modern environmental practices by highlighting the intrinsic worthiness of all life, the interdependence of the 

ecological system and the social system, and the inability of humanity to control everything. It helps the readers to 

redefine their perceptions regarding progress, development, and the relationship of the human being with nature. 

New York 2140 has deep ecological themes, which are at the core of its depiction of climate change and its 

effects. The novel expresses a future of a more sustainable and fairer society, through the critique of anthropocentrism, 

through the focus on nonhuman life, and through the depiction of interconnected ecological and social systems. 

Combining the ideas of environmental philosophy, ecological science, and social theory, Robinson develops an 

intriguing and insightful story that addresses the issues of the Anthropocene directly. Not only has his work been 

influenced by contemporary environmental issues, but it also promotes a post-anthropocentric and more ethically based 

perception of the world. The analysis by Dolores Resano of New York 2140 places the novel in the political and 

ecological context of the so-called Trumpocene and demonstrates its commentary on neoliberal capitalism and the 

inability to combat climate change. In her argument, she points out that the novel suggests a transnational vision of the 

climate crisis in that the degradation of the environment, increased sea levels, and economic instability are global 

processes and not national problems. 

Resano also highlights the fact that the novel is critical of financialised capitalism and how economic systems 

still manage to exploit the ecological resources despite the collapse of the environment. Such a continuation shows the 

systemic nature of the climate crisis and the weaknesses of the current economic frameworks. Simultaneously, the 

novel also introduces a utopian layer, presenting collective action, cooperating economies, and grassroots activism as 

possible solutions to the neoliberal systems. 

Notably, the submerged urban landscape renegotiates the relationship between humans and nature, and disrupts 

anthropocentrism and prefigures ecological interdependence. The incorporation of aquatic ecosystems into the life of 

cities is indicative of a way of life that is more symbiotic towards nonhuman life. Altogether, Resano sees New York 

2140 as a caution and an optimistic vision, where political, economic, and ecological frameworks should be re-

evaluated to respond to the global climate crisis.(Resano, 6).) 

The novel New York 2140 is analysed by Raphael Kabo as a kind of utopian thought of precarious utopianism, 

which is created in circumstances of ecological and economic crisis instead of a perfect utopian world. Kabo insists 
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that even though the flooding of New York is catastrophic, Robinson does not depict a typical dystopia; rather, the 

story is a prefiguration of the presence of life, community, and hope even in the face of environmental destruction. 

The topic of collective survival and endurance of the novel is one of the central arguments that Kabo presents. 

The residents of the abandoned city learn to live in new ecological conditions and create networks of cooperation and 

other forms of social organisation. These reactions bring out the aspect of change that may occur in a dramatic manner, 

even in highly vulnerable circumstances. But, according to Kabo, this utopian dream is precarious since it coexists 

with the presence of inequalities, financial exploitation, and environmental vulnerability. Kabo also explores how 

capitalism has been criticised in the novel, especially how finance has played the role of perpetuating the ecological 

crisis. Whereas through grassroots movements, these systems are being challenged, the continuation of economic 

power highlights the vulnerability of utopian transformation. According to Kabo, New York 2140 presents a mobile 

and dynamic vision of utopia with hope not being fixed but being in constant negotiation based on the social struggle, 

ecological adaptation, and collective action (Kabo 252-276). The reading of New York 2140 by Raphael Kabo is the 

conceptualization of the text as an instance of precarious utopianism in which hope and transformation are not outside 

of the conditions of crisis but rather within it. The novel does not show a totally dystopian future, but rather the flooded 

New York where human settlements still survive and cooperate even when the ecology of the world has collapsed. 

This survival of life and society is an expression of a kind of pragmatic utopianism of resilience. 

Kabo underlines the importance of collective action and structures of cooperation with each other as the characters 

have invented alternative systems, which refute hegemonic economic patterns. Nevertheless, this ideal possibility is 

not uncontaminated since the achievements of capitalist financialization and social disparities do not allow changing 

the situation to their full extent. In this way, the novel creates the conflict between possibility and restriction, which 

explains the delicacy of ecological and social recovery. Finally, Kabo claims that Robinson presents a process-based 

vision of utopia, in which change is dynamic and conditional, and not an ideal or definite one. According to the novel, 

the important change is came about by the struggle, adaptation, and environmental consciousness (Kabo 252-276). 

New York 2140 by Roberto J. Ortiz is an interesting deconstruction of the meeting between financial capitalism and 

ecological crisis, which makes the novel a part of the idea of a Capitalist world-ecology. Ortiz states that according to 

Robinson, people think that climate change is only a problem of the environment but it is the systemic consequence of 

global capitalism, and more specifically, the financialization process, when economic value is becoming more and 

more abstracted in the material ecological realities. 

In the novel, even when the sea-level is catastrophically raised with the environmental life is devastated, the 

financial institutions are still on the top of the social and political life. This continuity is one of the main paradoxes of 

the natural world, as discussed by Ortiz: although the natural world is experiencing irreversible change, the logic of 

capital accumulation has not been overcome. This is as he describes it is the resilience of capitalist structures which 

respond to the crisis and do not fall. 

One of the main themes of New York 2140 is its long-standing attack on anthropocentrism, which is the view 

that human beings are in a privileged state in nature. The flooded New York by Robinson is a strong metaphor of the 

boundaries of human power and how nature can intervene and affect even the state of the most developed civilization. 

The novel, as argued by Withers, satirizes mainstream ideologies of modernity, such as the belief that technological 

advances guarantee domination over nature. 

Unlike anthropocentric views, the novel foreshadows the significance of nonhuman life in ecological systems. 

The aquatic animals living in the city underwater are not presented as a passive component but as an active part of the 
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ecosystem. Their presence highlights the interrelationship that exists between life and the need to maintain ecological 

balance. This demonstration follows the deep ecology principle of biospheric egalitarianism that recognizes the 

inherent worth of every living entity. 

The concept of ecological interdependence is also a central point of the story that Robinson narrates, since 

human life is determined by the well-being of the nonhuman systems. The fact that urban life has been integrated with 

aquaculture is an indication of transition into more sustainable and symbiotic coexistence. Such focus on group 

adaptation and ecological consciousness, according to Kabo is a kind of precarious utopianism, in which hope is born 

in a condition of crisis and not in an idealized environment (Kabo 252-276). 

In addition, the novel delves into the connection between the ecological and social systems, and how 

environmental change re-forms the economic and political systems. Financial crisis, social movements and co-

operative action are presented as reactions to ecological dislocation and show how independent and non-human worlds 

are connected. Transnational reading by Resano highlights this aspect and believes that the local environmental change 

is placed in the context of global systems of inequality and ecological exploitation in the novel (Resano 7). 

Robinson also criticizes the ideologies of capitalism that remain during an environmental crisis. Although the 

physical landscape has changed, economic systems remain focused on profit instead of sustainability. This criticism 

echoes the work of Ortiz on the idea of financialization that finds the commodification of nature as one of the key 

contributors to the process of ecological degradation. The novel demands the reconsideration of sets of economic and 

social paradigms, deep-rooted by highlighting these dynamics. 

Notably, New York 2140 envisions a post-anthropocentric world, in which human beings are no longer put on 

the centre stage as masters of nature, but as an element of a larger ecological society. The vision is quite much in line 

with the concepts of deep ecology, which preach the transition to ecological awareness and moral responsibility. 

According to Klata, the speculative narrative techniques used in the novel encourage readers to imagine other 

possibilities of how life can unfold, hence the realisation of the nature of interconnectedness in life. 

Finally, the work by Robinson provides a critique of the modern environmental practices and a vision of the 

change. With its ideas of challenging anthropocentrism and focusing on the ecological interdependence, New York 

2140 challenges the readers to reevaluate the connection they have with the natural world and imagine more sustainable 

and more just ways of co-existing. 

Meanwhile, Ortiz highlights the issue of resistance and other possible futures explored in the novel. Large-scale 

formations and restructuring of economies challenge the hegemony of finance capital, which implies that it is plausible 

to have a fairer and more ecologically based structure. Nevertheless, even these options are disputed and unfinished, 

which highlights the complexity of the systemic change. Finally, New York 2140 by Ortiz is viewed as a melancholic 

reflection of the complexity of the economy and the environment, which calls to the reconsideration of capitalist 

paradigms due to the speeding up of the climate crisis (Ortiz 264-285). 

5.5 Chapter Summary 

This chapter has discussed the theme of species translocation in New York 2140 in relation to deep ecology. It 

has been proven that climate change causes both natural and human-made migration of species with immense 

ecological changes. According to scientific research, species are already changing their distribution in accordance with 

shifting climates to restructure ecosystems and biodiversity (Chen et al.; Pecl et al.). The changes have ethical 

implications that have been pointed out in the chapter by the application of the principles of deep ecology. The Arne 

Naess philosophy focuses on the inherent worth of all forms of life and opposes anthropocentrism approaches to 
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environmental planning. Such practices as assisted migration and ecological intervention are critically viewed through 

this framework. 

This discussion on New York 2140 has revealed how Robinson visualizes a future that has been influenced by 

the rise in sea levels and the ecological change. The city in flood can be used as a strong symbol of the idea of climate 

change, as it demonstrates the weaknesses of human civilization and the strength of nature. The wetlands are formed 

in the underwater terrain, and terrestrial species become extinct or are displaced. 

The third chapter analyzes the novel with a deep ecological perspective, issues such as anthropocentrism are 

being criticized, the importance of giving value to nonhuman life as the main goal of ecological survival, and the 

interrelation of ecological and social systems. New York 2140 challenges the reader to rethink the connection between 

the human race and nature and to be more ecocentric. With an ecocentric approach, the novel will participate in more 

universal debates about environmental ethics and sustainability, showing that climate fiction can become interested in 

topical issues related to ecology and can prompt the population to find ethical approaches to future life on Earth by 

being ecocentric. 

 

Works Cited 

Adams, Steven. “Staging the Speculative: On Kim Stanley Robinson’s New York 2140.” Journal of Ecocriticism, vol. 

10, no. 2, 2018, pp. 10–20. 

Ali, Aisha. “Climate Fiction and Ecological Imagination: Reading Kim Stanley Robinson.” Journal of Environmental 

Humanities, vol. 12, no. 1, 2020, pp. 120–140. 

Chakrabarty, Dipesh. “The Climate of History: Four Theses.” Critical Inquiry, vol. 35, no. 2, 2009, pp. 197–222. 

Chen, I-Ching, et al. “Rapid Range Shifts of Species Associated with High Levels of Climate Warming.” Science, vol. 

333, no. 6045, 2011, pp. 1024–1026. 

Folke, Carl. “Resilience: The Emergence of a Perspective for Social–Ecological Systems Analyses.” Global 

Environmental Change, vol. 16, no. 3, 2006, pp. 253–267. 

Grimm, Nancy B., et al. “Global Change and the Ecology of Cities.” Science, vol. 319, no. 5864, 2008, pp. 756–760. 

Hulser, Kathleen. “Flooded Futures: Urban Transformation in Climate Fiction.” Urban Climate Studies, vol. 5, no. 1, 

2019, pp. 1–10. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Cambridge 

UP, 2021. 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). Global Assessment 

Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. IPBES, 2019. 

Kabo, Raphael. “‘Life! Life!’: The Precarious Utopianism of Kim Stanley Robinson’s New York 2140.” Utopian 

Studies, vol. 32, no. 2, 2021, pp. 252–276. 

Klata, Agnieszka. “Cognitive Estrangement and Climate Fiction: Reimagining Ecological Futures.” Polish Journal for 

English Studies, vol. 7, no. 1, 2021, pp. 45–70. 

Mączyńska, Małgorzata. “The Post-Anthropolis: Urban Space and Climate Change in Kim Stanley Robinson’s New 

York 2140.” Journal of Modern Literature, vol. 43, no. 3, 2020, pp. 720–735. 

McLachlan, Jason S., et al. “A Framework for Debate of Assisted Migration in an Era of Climate Change.” 

Conservation Biology, vol. 21, no. 2, 2007, pp. 297–302. 

Naess, Arne. Ecology, Community and Lifestyle. Translated by David Rothenberg, Cambridge UP, 1989. 

http://www.jetnr.org/


                                                                                   © 2026 JETNR | Volume 4, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2984-9276 | JETNR.ORG 

 

 

JETNR2606174 Journal of Emerging Trends and Novel Research (www.jetnr.org) 
 

 

b501 
 

Naess, Arne, and George Sessions. Deep Ecology: Living as if Nature Mattered. Gibbs Smith, 1985. 

Ortiz, Roberto J. “Financialization, Climate Change, and the Future of the Capitalist World-Ecology: On Kim Stanley 

Robinson’s New York 2140.” Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal, vol. 103, no. 2, 2020, pp. 264–285. 

Pecl, Gretta T., et al. “Biodiversity Redistribution under Climate Change: Impacts on Ecosystems and Human Well-

Being.” Science, vol. 355, no. 6332, 2017, eaai9214. 

Reno, Seth T. “Contemporary Cli-Fi and Anthropocene Literature.” In Contemporary Climate Change Fiction, edited 

by Seth T. Reno, Routledge, 2021, pp. 110–125. 

Resano, Dolores. “Transnational Readings in the Trumpocene: Kim Stanley Robinson’s New York 2140 and Chris 

Beckett’s America City.” Open Research Europe, vol. 4, 2025, article 214. 

Robinson, Kim Stanley. New York 2140. Orbit, 2017. 

Sergeant, David. “The Genre of the Near Future: Kim Stanley Robinson’s New York 2140.” Genre, vol. 52, no. 1, 

2019, pp. 1–15. 

Sessions, George. “The Deep Ecology Movement: A Review.” Environmental Ethics, vol. 8, no. 1, 1986, pp. 55–68. 

University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC). “Climate Change and Species Migration.” UCSC Environmental Studies 

Reports, 2020. 

Withers, John. “Automobility without Automobiles in Kim Stanley Robinson’s New York 2140.” Science Fiction 

Studies, vol. 49, no. 3, 2022, pp. 443–460. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jetnr.org/

