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Abstract  

Indore has a strong cultural identity, and the Rajwada area is one of its oldest and most active zones. This study looks 

at the streetscape of local markets areas around Rajwada, with a focus on intangible cultural heritage. It’s mainly 
focus on understanding how streets play their role and function in daily life, exploring how streetscape configurations 
in terms of pedestrian paths. Vending zones , and building edges. Streets like Sarafa bazaar  Khajuri bazaar taking 
them as example because they are always active and uses for food , shopping, religious activites, and social 
interaction.  
This study is based on the analysis and study of the Indore market places through site observation and time-based 
analysis to see how activities change during the day. Also highlights common issues like congestion and 

encroachment. Overall, study shows how important these streets are supporting cultural practices and how better 
streetscape design can improve both user experience and cultural continuity. 
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AIM: to study the intangible cultural heritage associated with the streets and surrounding premises around Rajwada , 
Indore and to analyze how the streetscape configuration and spatial elements support everyday cultural practices. 
INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND  

Reviving intangible cultural heritage of streets means understanding and promoting everyday cultural activities that 
happen in public spaces, such as food, traditional markets, social interaction, religious practices. Indore is well known 
as cleanest city of India, also famous for its food. Rajwada is a centre core of Indore is a historical palace that was 
constructed by the Hookers it is known for its cultural practices and its traditional markets. In Indian cities , such 
market streets have developed over time bases on local culture and needs , making them active and multifunctional 
spaces. They often change their character with time, like carafe bazaar a jewellery market in the day becomes a food 
street at night . these practices also support safety local economy , tourism , and community bonding . However due to 

rapid urbanization , issues like congestion, encroachment , traffic problems , and lack of proper pedestrian spaces are 
affecting  their quality and usability . despite these challenges , these streets continue to hold strong cultural value and 
identity. 
Therefore , this study focuses on understanding how the streetscape of these areas support intangible cultural heritage 
and how it can be improved to revive and strengthen these acitvites, whie maintaining the original character and 
identity of the place. 
METHODOLOGY: 

This research follows a qualitative and observation – based approach to  understand the relationship between 
streetscape and intangible cultural heritage . selected streets around Rajwada place mainly carafe bazaar and kauri 
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bazaar were chosen based on their cultural and commercial importance . detailed site observations were carried out to 

study movement patterns, street activities , vending and user behaviour. 
1. How do streetscape elements support cultural practices?  
2. What factors affect street-based cultural activities?  
3. How do activities change over time?  
4. What challenges affect these practices?  

 
 

STREETSCAPE, MARKETPLACES AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS 

STREET AND STREETSCAPE : MEANING AND ROLE 

A street is a public spaces formed between the built environment used by different types of users such as pedestrians, 
vehicles , vendors. It acts as a community spaces where everyday activities like movement, interaction , and social life 
take place. Over time, as human settlements expanded, the leftover spaces between buildings developed into streets, 
becoming important connectors between different areas. Streets are not just for movement but also for social 
interaction, where people meet, communicate, and experience public life Streetscape refers to visual and physical 
character of these streets. It includes elements like building , sidewalks,  trees, lighting, and streetscapes create the 

overall experience of a street and reflect the culture and lifestyle of the community . a well designed streetscape 
improves walkable , visually appealing , and functional , while a poorly designed one can have the opposite effect , 
leading to safety concerns and a lack of vitality.  
The first priority is walking space. Sidewalks are an important component of making a roadway accessible for 
individuals because they provide a safe, appealing , and comfortable experience to the user. Pedestrian routes may be 
created to improve the visual experience, which is critical in streetscape design, the designer can create pavement 
patterns, sitting places, green areas and lighting fixtures Taking care of street corners or edges are essentially the 

intersections of streets . the established intersection serves as a meeting or gathering place for individuals .When these 
cross-sections are well arranged, they help to generate a feeling of identity in the neighbourhood Improving  
Landscape  Details. Green strips between the automotive lane and the pedestrian path are the finest design option for 
creating a visually appealing transition between the two regions. It not merely creates a buffer zone from moving 
vehicles, but it also divides sounds. Adding green may also serve as a stormwater retention pit, collecting all runoff 
water and filtering it back into the groundwater zone Laying  up street furniture When street furniture such as 
benches, lighting fixtures, signage, garbage receptacles, and so on are arranged regularly on a street, it provides a user 

with a sense of comfort. The sweet furniture provides a nice experience for passersby, making it easier to find their 
route, rest, or move around at night. 
STREET DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS 

In my research, I am focusing on several fundamental design  changes to improve the streetscape Based on the current 
conditions.  Maintaining Uniform Widths I've observed that when road widths change constantly, it creates 
bottlenecks and encourages wrong-side driving. In my study, I’m proposing a "one street, one width" approach for the 
main carriageway. This will help streamline traffic flow. While the road stays uniform, I plan to let the footpath 
widths vary to accommodate different activities or narrow spots .Continuous and Level Footpaths For a street to be 

walk able, the footpaths need to be at a consistent level. I am looking at designs where the sidewalk doesn’t constantly 
break at property entrances or side lanes. By keeping the height around 0.15 m and removing physical obstacles, I 
want to make sure the space is actually accessible for everyone, including the elderly and differently-baled. Compact 
Intersections Large, wide-open junctions often lead to high-speed turns and confusion, which is dangerous for 
pedestrians. My research focuses on making these intersections more compact. By reducing the turning radii, we can 
slow down vehicles and reduce the distance pedestrians have to cross, while also opening up corners for street 
furniture or small plazas. Smart Parking Management Unorganized parking currently eats up a lot of valuable space 

that could be used for walking. I am proposing managed, parallel parking instead of angular or perpendicular styles. 
My goal is to prioritize pedestrian facilities first and then designate specific zones for on-street parking so it doesn't 
spill over into the walking paths. Natural Shading and Landscaping Since the local weather is often very hot, people 
avoid walking if there’s no shade. I am integrating "green" solutions into the streetscape, like planting native trees and 
adding landscaping. This won't just make the streets look better; it will lower the ground temperature, reduce the "heat 
island" effect, and make walking much more comfortable.  Creating Active Public Spaces Most streets today are built 
only for cars, making them feel dull and lifeless. In my research, I want to shift the focus back to people. By adding 

street furniture like benches and interactive spots, we can invite people to stay, talk, and interact, turning the street 
into a lively social space rather than just a transit corridor. 
URBAN ROADS AND STREETS:  Good street planning and design is a key element of smart development. Streets 
are places where land use and transportation connect. The planning and design of road networks must prioritize 
accessibility to destinations by different groups of people -men, women, children, elderly and persons with disabilities 
using different modes of transport walking, cycles, cycle rickshaws, buses, mini-buses, auto-rickshaws, e-rickshaws, 
two-wheelers and four wheelers. 
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The major components of street network planning area Pattern of the street network A pattern of streets with fine grid 

of narrowstreets that result in numerous connections and short blocks, makes it easier to move around people have 
more than one way to reach a destination. Street design that considers this concept can help reduce traffic congestion f 
can also make it possible for children to walk or bicycle to school. Right of way Streets with balanced distribution of 
right of way for non-motorized users and motorized vehicles improve movement and safety of all users in mixed 
traffic conditions. Physical elements along the streetscape: Streets are designed for all users ns per existing and 
projected demand, including various components such as carriageway, footpath, trees , road side furniture required to 
make complete streets.  

SPACE FOR VENDORS: The illustrations below demonstrate the bare minimum cross-section of streets that can be 
used for vending in the absence of obstructions. Pavement widths of 2.0m-2.5m allow two people to pass. Seated 
vendors with a stall or stand usually require further 2.0m to display their goods. 
This abstract goes beyond simple urban planning concerns to explore the critical function that spaces set aside for 
street vendors have in the urban environment. These designated areas serve as the cornerstone of these hawkers’ 
livelihoods and are frequently the lifeblood of local economies. In addition to providing advantages for the individual, 
these areas also improve urban order and beauty by reducing commotion in busy city corners. 
 

PRESENT SCENERIO OF INDORE MARKET STREETSCAPE 

Indore, a bustling metropolis in India's heart, has a rich masterpiece of markets that have evolved over time, reflecting 
the city's dynamic character and fusion of tradition and modernity. This abstract investigates the evolution of Indore's 
markets and streetscape, focusing on the transformation of these booming commercial hubs. Indore's markets, from 
historic bazaars to modern marketplaces, have long played an important role in the city's economic and cultural life. 
The development of these markets has been marked by a delicate balance between preserving their historical 
importance and adapting to the needs of a growing, modern city. The streetscape of Indore's markets has changed 

dramatically. Efforts to improve pedestrian infrastructure, traffic management, and environmental cleanliness have 
reshaped the urban experience. Indore is a part of the Smart Cities Mission, which has introduced technological 
enhancements that add a layer of innovation to these markets, making them smarter and more efficient. The 
streetscape incorporates hygiene and environmental sustainability. The project focuses on waste management, public 
sanitation, and green initiatives. Initiatives such as the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) have played a 
critical role in improving market hygiene and cleanliness. 
FAMOUS MARKETS OF INDORE  

Heart core of Indore City comprises of Rajwada, the focal point in commercial sector from history till today. Earlier 
development of markets would happen in the surrounding of Rajwada and are successfully running till today. Markets 
comprises of shop-house or just shops, depending upon its character. Each market has its own unique smell and 
connectivity. The connectivity of the markets are with narrow lanes of the internal markets. Indore has specific 
bazaars for different categories. Indore, known for its vibrant culture and commercial activity, boasts a variety of 
markets catering to different tastes and needs. 

 Sarafa bazaar 

 Khajuri bazaar 
Sarafa Bazaar: This iconic night market is famous for its delectable meet food, jewelary shops, and bustling 
atmosphere. It comes to life after dark and is a must-visit for food enthusiasts.Area: 30,000 sq. M Footfall: 10,000-
12,000 Customers everyday.  Sarafa Bazaar plays a dual role, in daytime remains as jewellery marketplace and 
converts itself into street food court at night,Linear planning in T-shape, Shops aligned on both the sides of the narrow 

road Mostly the shops are ground structure, few double and triple storey,Floor seating arrangement. 
Khajuri Bazaar: A popular shopping destination for traditional textiles, sarees, and dress materials. It's known for its 
variety of fabrics and clothingArea: 42,000 sq.mFootfall: 2,000-2, 100 Customers everyday. Kauri Bazaar is known 
for different types of books and stationary. Being next to Rajwada, it is rushed with traffic all the time. Linear 
planning with branches, Shops aligned on both the sides of the busy road. Main road leads to inner streets ending up 
with go downs. Internal Branching both the side. 
 

EXISTING PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGE 

 Uncontrolled, growth of motor vehicles main cause of increased congestion during peak hours and high fatal 
accidents during non peak hours. Universal accessibility -most important safety aspects under inclusive planning 
approach. Complete neglect for majority of road users pedestrians (including disabled, children, women and elderly 
people) and cyclists due to widening of carriageway and construction of flyovers with misconceived notion of 
removing congestion on urban streets. Highway specific design approach-Neither congestion nor accidents have 
reduced in any urban area by following. Segregation of traffic and controlling motorised traffic speed should tackle 
both congestion and safety on urban streets. Adoption of specific urban street design norms along with adoption of 

specified process of planning and development of complete streets will ensure safe, smooth and regulated traffic 
movement. 
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NAVIGATION CHALLENGES 

Pedestrian congestion: Challenge Because of the crowded walkways, especially during peak hours navigating 
through market places frequently turns into a complex dance Impact It could be difficult for customers and visitors to 
walk around easily, which would detract from the whole shopping experience 

 
Figure 1                                         Figure 2                                        Figure 3 

Traffic jam:  Problem Congestion can cause gridlocks in markets as cars compete for a little amount of space. Impact 
This not only makes it more difficult for traffic to move, but it also puts drivers' and pedestrians' safety at risk. 

 
Figure 4                                        Figure 5 

Parking issues: Problem Finding appropriate parking spots for visitors' cars is a never-ending issue due to a lack of 

available slots. Impact An unorganised parking lot can discourage potential consumers and make navigation more 
stressful overall. 

 
Figure 6                                            Figure 7 

Insufficient signage: Challenge It can be difficult for guests to find particular stores or sites of interest due to poor 
signage and inadequate guidance. Impact Customers may become frustrated and feel lost, which could make theit 
shopping experience less pleasurable 
Vehicle – pedestrian conflict: Problem It can cause confrontations and jeopardise safety when cars and pedestrians 

mingle in market areas. Impact  there may be a sense of unease among pedestrians and traffic congestion may make 
things chaotic. 
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Figure 8                                                 Figure 9 

SPLITTING TRAFFIC 

Deliberately splitting traffic in a busy market area is a game changer. It totally modifies the busy area and produces a 
more orderly and welcoming atmosphere for visitors.There are several advantages to clearly separating paths for 

vehicles and pedestrians. It improves safety by clearly separating paths for vehicles and pedestrians lowering the 
possibility of mishaps and collisions and facilitates a more efficient flow of guests.  A calm shopping experience is 
made possible by pedestrian pathways, which let customers browse stalls without being disturbed by passing cars.In 
addition to making the market look better overall, this deliberate segmentation makes it possible for merchants to 
work more productively,concentrating on their displays and contacts with customers.The bifurcation of traffic leads to 
a more inclusive and resilient market space by guaranteeing accessible for all,including people with impairments,and 
designating specific area for emergency services. 

Enhanced Visitor Movement Dedicated walkways make it easier for people to move around for visitors by allowing 
people to roam around freely without getting into oncoming traffic. Vendor Management Without the hassle of a 
steady stream of vehicles, vendors can work more effectively. This allows them to concentrate on their exhibits and 
relationships with experience. Positive Shopping Experience When customers are free to peruse stalls and 
merchandise without being interrupted by passing cars, they can have a more enjoyable and stress-free shopping 
experience. Unobstructed Signage and Pathways The market’s bifurcation enables the installation of obvious signage 
and marked pathways, which make it easier for customers to discover particular sellers or goods and navigate the 
marketplace. Benefit The markets recreational areas may be established thanks to the traffic separation, giving 

customers a place to unwind and have a good time. 
DEDICATED PLACE FOR VENDORS: 

A markets designated vendor area is crucial in determining the general street scene and ambiance of the busy business 
district.This location has been identified as the centre of the economy, where a variety of items find a market and local 
enterprises flourish. It enhances the streetscape by adding a layer of colour and vibrancy, creating a dynamic and 
visually appealing experience for visitors. The designated vendor areas allow for an organised and efficient layout of 
the booths is made possible by the designated area, which enhances the visual appeal and coherence of the streetscape. 

The following five salient observations underscore the significance of these designated areas Arrangement and 
Displays a space set aside for merchants guarantees a systematic and orderly arrangement of booths. This makes the 
streetscape more aesthetically pleasing and creates a pleasing arrangement that makes it easier for guests to navigate.  
Increased Awareness and Identity each vendor is more visible when they have a designated spot. It gives businesses 
the chance to stand out in a crowded markets and draw in more business with the option for branding and customised 
displays. Enhanced Flow of Traffic The market area`s effective traffic management is facilitated by the designated 
vendor space. There are designated lanes for both cars and pedestrians, which reduces traffic and guaranteed easy foot 

movement. Identity and Community Interaction The designated vendor area encourages a feeling of camaraderie 
among vendors. It turns into a gathering place for vendors to engage, exchange stories, and add to the marker`s 
distinct character as a whole. This sense of community enhances the streetscape`s allure. Keeping clean and Managing 
Waste Improved trash management and hygiene are made possible by the specified areas Vendors may help create a 
more hygienic and comfortable environment by organising and disposing of waste correctly. This has a favourable 
impact on the markets general cleanliness and aesthetic appeal. 
CONCLUSION  

EPILOGUE  

The findings of this research highlight the uniqueness and diversity of each market environment. Every commercial 
area reflects its own cultural context and has different needs, requiring specific methods for streetscape design and 
urban planning. However, despite this diversity, certain common elements stand out as crucial components that are 
necessary for every market`s cityscape to be successfully shaped. 
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Examining different marketplaces reveals  that the pedestrian experience is a consistent factor. Regardless of the 

markets location or cultural background, walkability, safety and accessibility are critical considerations. The 
interaction of these factors guarantees a comfortable shopping atmosphere and boosts the markets economic life. 
PILLARS 

This study identifies three essential pillars that together shape a successful marketplace while helping to understand 
the complex nature of market environments. Infrastructure design plays a key role, as the physical layout is important 
a well-planned hard cape such as paths, seating places, and vendors sitting platforms serves as the foundation for both 
a practical and visually beautiful places. Prevention of Seasonal challenges by identifying and resolving seasonal 

issues. Such a providing suitable shelter during bad weather or modifying plans for special associations, the market 
infrastructure becomes more resilient and flexible. Management and control, especially in terms of Parking and 
transportation an effective parking lot management system and smooth traffic and pedestrian flow are essential 
components of a well-regulated market. Safety precautions must be maintained by enforcing regulations like clearly 
designated crosswalks and accessible emergency exists, guarantees a safe environment for both customers and 
merchants. Hygiene  Standards of cleanliness  It’s critical to keep standards of cleanliness high, A clean and 
welcoming market area is enhanced by regular cleaning schedules, waste management procedures, and the provision 
of sufficient facilities. Finally, ensuring that vendors follow proper hygiene practices not only improves the overall 

image of market but also protect the health and comfort of its users. 
PEDESTRIAN, VEHICLES AND CHAOS: 

Crafting Strategies for smooth traffic flow in market In addition to causing inconvenience to guests, ineffective traffic 
management techniques raise safety issues transporting items is a challenges for vendors, and customers find it 
difficult to freely browse the market. Additionally, the markets’ ability to be a lively, inviting place is impacted by the 
problem, which also detracts from the overall aesthetic appeal. 

 
To tackle the traffic issue in the market, a multifaceted strategy is required. Rearranging the layout to include 

designated pedestrian zones and well-organized parking spaces requires strategic urban planning. Simplifying 
vehicles flow can be aided by the use of smart traffic control systems, which include traffic lights and obvious 
signage. Furthermore, community involvement is essential for developing a sense of shared accountability for 
preserving market  order. 
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